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BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
0OF AMERICA

B&GCA: MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN INDIAN COMMUNITIES

IMPLEMENTATION TRAINING IN SEATTLE VERY SUCCESSFUL

"The interest in Boys & Grls Cubs of America right nowis unbelievable. People
want to do sonething for youth in their communities,”" said Ronald S. Mbeckel
B&GCA Regi onal Service Director, Pacific Service Center, Long Beach, CA

M. Mbeckel, who was in Seattle for a two-day B&GCA traini ng session designed for
Tribes to explore the feasibility of starting, pronoting, and supforting a B&GCA
for Indian youth, explained that, "To get started, what is really needed is a
"spark plug', an individual to nmake it happen.”

Over 100 Tribal representatives attended the session and gai ned an under st andi ng
of the organizational relationships between |HAs, Tribal organizations, and the
B&GCA. They al so revi ewed HUD, B&GCA and ot her funding options to support estab-
lishing a local B&GC to serve | ndian youth.

"There are certain things that have to happen to be part of any organization.
There are so many conmunities that want to do it--but it is a long hard road to
get there. You cannot just get grants, stanp B&GCA on a brochure, and run a pro-
gram un%H the grants run out--this is a long term program" M. Meckel
cont i nued.

I f conmunity resources(§|ong-tern1connitnEnt and funding) are not such that a
Tribal Boys and Grls ub could be a viable program "Get yourself hooked up
wi th another Boys and Grls Club--that's the key."

B&GCA cl ubs are now operating at 21 sites in Indian Country, with nore on the
drawi ng board. Several existing clubs were represented at the session and
shared, first-hand, the experiences of formng and operating a B&C to serve the
needs of Indian youth and to benefit the comunity. To enhance the training
experience, the Tulalip Tribes Comunity hosted a dinner and site visit for al
the participants to tour their new Boys & Grls Club facility.

M. Moeckel stressed the inportance of a B&GC to a community, "This is a youth
devel opnent program-not just keeping kids off the street and bouncing a
basketball--in the long term BCGA will make a difference in the comunity."

POSITIVE ALTERNATIVE FOR NATIVE YOUTH:
Implementation Training in Southwest

In an effort to promote positive alternatives for Native youth, ONAP has teaned
with Boys & Grls Cubs of Arerica to pronote conprehensive club devel opnent in
I ndi an conmuni ti es.

In January, a regional inplenmentation conference for |IHAs and Resi dent Leaders
was held in Phoenix, Arizona. In attendance were |IHA and tribal |eaders,
resi dent |eaders, and others fromacross the country with an interest in youth
devel opnent programm ng and successful drug and crine prevention activities.

Presentations at the conference included a brief history of B&GCA and di scussi on
of the "m ssion" of the organization, as well as practical information on how to
assess the feasibility of starting, promoting and supporting a B&GC for I|ndian
yout h on or near |ndian |and.



Speakers included trained organi zing officials fromthe B&SCA s national office,
staff involved with the day-to-day operation of active clubs, and several youth
who have benefitted fromtheir experiences at a |ocal club.

During the conference, the participants were treated to a "field trip" to the St.
Johns community on the Gla River reservation for purposes of touring and | earn-
i ng about the operation of an active B&C in a Native Anerican comunity. Upon
arriving at the site participants were welconed by the Gla R ver Tribal
Governor, Ms. Mary Thonas, who spoke gl owi ngly about the positive effects the
club was having on Gla River tribal youth.

The Gla River Tribe is so pleased with its experiences with the B&GC in the St.
Johns comunity that the Tribe is actively working with B&GCA Regi onal Service
Representative, Dennis Marcello, to open a second club in the Gla River
conmuni ty of Sacat on.

As a result of the conference, M. Marcello al so has fol |l ow up neetings schedul ed
with Wiite Muuntain Apache and San Carl os Apache tribal officials to explore the
possibilities of establish B&GCs on their respective reservations.

Fort Mhave tribal officials were so inpressed by the conference that they subse-
quently visited the B&GC in Bull head Gty, AZ to |learn nore about the operation
of the clubs and are working on establishing a club on their reservation.

TULALIP B&GC FACILITY GRAND OPENING

"Where Children are the Priority". ..

"This is the first tine in Washington state that a Boys & Grls Club has been
built on an Indian reservation, said Stan Jones, Sr., Chairman of the Tulalip
Tribes, at the official ribbon cutting cerenonies February 15. He added, "W're
eﬁ.tlrgrrely proud that our comunity pulled together to build this for our
children.™

The cerenonies were to dedicate the new building and publicly thank all those
peopl e and organi zati ons who had a part in this vast project. It was over two
years ago that the Tulalip Tribes first met with the Boys & Grls O ubs of Snoho-
m sh County and key business |eaders of the neighboring city of Marysville to
di scuss establishing a Boys & Grls Club on tribal |and.

The Club imediately became a popular place for young boys and girls to
congregate when it began offering after school and summer Super School prograns
to serve the needs of all ?/outh in the community. Terry Freeman, Club D rector,
stated, "What makes our Tulalip Club so unique is the wide mx of progranms that
we're offering to our kids. W offer sports activities, as well as educati onal
and cul tural opportunities.”

The Tulalip Tribal Council had | ong dreamed of having their own facility to house
the youth of Tulalip. The Tulalip Qub, which was chartered by the Boys & Grls
Clubs of America in 1995, is a unit of the Boys & Grls C ubs of Snohom sh Coun-
ty. The construction on the new 1.4 mllion dollar d ub building--20,000 sq. ft.
bui | di ng--across the road fromthe Tulalip El enentary School took al nost a year.
The Tulalip B& Club is already averaging 130 kids a day for after school
activities.

OPENING THE DOORS: B&GCA IN ALASKA VILLAGES

In partnership with the National Boys and Grls dubs of America, HUD ONAP spon-
sored a series of workshops with the last held February in Seattle, Wshington.
This training, aimed at expanding Boys and Grls Clubs in Native and Al askan
conmuni ties, included 23 participants from15 different comunities in Al aska.

As a direct result of their attendance, eight comunities have initiated efforts
to create Boys and Grls O ub organizations. Two areas of the State, Bristol Bay



(with 31 villages) and AVCP Region (with 56 villages) are exploring options to
becorme regi onal organi zations for the Boys and Grls C ubs.

Wthin the Bristol Bay region, the four comunities of New Stuyahok, Naknek

Sout h Naknek, King Salnon and Dillinghamwi |l be opening their doors within the
next 30 days. These efforts are jointly shared with the Anchorage Boys and Grls
Club, Bristol Bay Housing Authority, the U S. Air Force at El mendorf, the |oca

school districts; tribal organizations, Native corporations, local cities, and
a host of youth councils. These conmunities and organi zati ons have committed
their time, efforts, property, and funds for the devel opnent of these cl ubs.

In rural Alaska, it is felt that Boys and Girls Clubs have a strong and positive
impact in the community, with involvement by the youth and the elderly, thereby
ensuring cultural restoration as well as promoting new ideas.

GO TEAM 11

The Chil oquin Hi gh School in Klamath County, Oregon, boasts a team of tourna-
ment -wi nni ng students. Not the usual sporting team this team has recently
becorme the Oregon State 3A Brain Bowl Champions.

The 5-nmenber teamincludes two Kl amath Tri bal nenbers:

E. J. Miller, who is the only sophonore on the team has for the past 2
years ranked in the top 1% in the nation on the Annual Schol astic Stan-
dard Achi evenents Tests. E.J. also is an honored player on both the
hi gh school basketball and basebal |l teans.

VWhen asked about the conpetition, Gina Hutchinson--a Junior-- stated,
"Being on the Teamrequires work and dedication...A | ot of people are
smart, but to be good at this you have to be able to quickly recal

i nformation and have fast reflexes."

The squad will next conmpete in Olando, Florida, in the 1997 Panasoni ¢ Acadenic
Chal | enge, in June.



